Notizie verdi dal mondo

"4
!
$ %
& ! (! % ) * o +) *
!
!
"H #
$ ! %
&
& 1
) #
)+
, ) - oo
3
$ 0 *
1 22
$ # %%

© Reviplant 2008
Data: 20 febbraio 2008



Notizie verdi dal mondo

© Reviplant 2008
Data: 20 febbraio 2008



Notizie verdi dal mondo

%

tewer weedKillers. But, which work best, and
which are more environmentally friendly?

GREENEST OF ALL

The greenest option is to use your own garden
compost and leaf mould: you are recycling your
own plant waste and incur

no additional energy costs or ~ Straw is
CO: emissions from transport. choppec
According to Rebecca Pearce,

Principal Advisor on Environmental Policy at
the RHS, if the compost s properly made, weed
seeds are killed off, and if the compost is well
rotted, it should be a good plant mulch. But
Sally Smith of Garden Organic warns that
garden compost may be high in nutrients and
can cause shrubs to get sappy. Leaf mould,
which is rich in humus but low in nutrients, is
best. But who makes enough leaf mould to
mulch the whole garden?

ORGANIC MULCHES

Next, you can consider other organic mulches.
Green waste from municipal sites and com-
munity composting schemes - offered cheap
and sometimes free - is good as it’s local and
available in large quantities but the quality can
be variable: be prepared for bits of plastic and
chunky pieces of undecomposed wood.

Then there’ the bagged commercial mulches,
such as pine bark, straw, wood chip, crushed
seashells, coconut husk chips and cocoa shells,
which all gain eco-points for being waste pro-
ducts. But there will be some energy input into

farms. By adding ron minerals to the chopped
and milled straw, the rotting process is slowed
down - it can be up to two years before it needs
renewing. The iron minerals also stain the straw
arich brown colour, rather than the distracting
yellow of natural straw. Coconut husk chips also

break down slowly, as do cocoa shells (from the
chocolate industry), which also form a crust that
keeps slugs and snails away. But, says Rebecca
Pearce, 'We dont have the right micro-organisms
in the soil to deal with this material and there

Aruncial muiches do the Job Of suppressing
weeds and retaining moisture but dont add
any nutrients to the soil. And once in place,
you can’t add anything to the soil without
scraping them off first. On the plus side, they
last for years, and Dunweedin’s rubber mulch

is even coated with citronella

the newcomer: by adding iron minerals to the il to keep animals from
1 and milled straw it breaks down more slowly  soiling. But there’s still the

problem of what to do with
the blue glass chips, the plum-coloured rubber
chips or golden pebbles once you've tired of
the colour. Which brings me to one more
benefit of using garden compost as a mulch:
at least it won't draw attention to itself.

CONTACTS
@ Garden Organic, tel: +44 (0)24 7630
3517 www.gardenorganic.org.uk
@ RHS, www.rhs.org.uk
@ Green waste mulches Wrap, tel: 0808
1002040, www.wrap.org.uk
@ Community compost, tel: +44 (0)114
258 0483. www.communitycompost.org
® Mineralised straw mulch
Strulch, tel: +44 (0)1943 863610.
wwwistrulch.co.uk
@ Pine bark and wood chips

From garden centres, online or try
The Compost Centre, tel: +44 (0)1483
472423. www.thecompostcentre.co.uk
Melcourt, tel: +44 (01666 502711

‘www.melcourt.co.uk

Pro-Grow, tel: 0845 6789955.

WWW. Pro-grow.co.uk

Fertile Fibre, www.fertilefibre.com

® Cocoa shells J Arthur Bowers from
William Sinclair Horticulture, tel: +44
(0)1522 537561. www.william-sinclair.co.uk
® Coconut Husks, tel: +44 (0)1473
829324. www.enviromulchuk.co.uk
® Crushed shells and recycled glass
Tel: +44 (0)1785 661018.
www.specialistaggregates.com

® Rubber mulch

Dunweedin’, tel: +44 (0)1928 735555.
www.dunweedin.co.uk !
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