Notizie verdi dal mondo

Anisa Gress (2007), “Climate change confusion”, The garden, journal of the Royal Horticultural
Society, Peterborough, RHS Publications Ltd, december 2007, p  ag. 779.
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STOP PRESS

Laws surrounding water
restrictions and hosepipe
bans are to be updated
after consultation this
summer. The Department
for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs will bring-in
new ‘discretionary use’
bans in England and
Wales, expanding the
range of prohibited
hosepipe uses to include
swimming pools. One of
the exemptions will be
gardens with registered
National Plant Collections. |
®Full story next month |

GARDEN December 2007

1,000 people by Ipsos-Mori, the first of its kind.
Commissioned by the Horticultural Trades
Association (HTA), it reports that 93 percent of
respondents, both gardeners and non-gardeners,
believe domestic gardens play an important role in
benefiting the environment for wildlife and humans.
There was little difference whether the gardens were
in urban or rural areas.

On more global issues, however, only 52 percent
thought that their gardens had a positive impact on
climate change, whereas 15 percent have no idea if
their gardens help towards offsetting global warming.

Gauging opinion
Gardens, Gardeners and the Environment (Oct 2007)
has provided the HTA with data on how people see
gardens as part of the broader environmental
debate; this will become the focus of future surveys.
The top three concerns for the environment are:
climate change; loss of the green belt; and use of
chemicals. Predictably, those who professed to be
gardeners were more concerned about the environ-
ment than those who were ‘hostile’ to gardening.
The report also found that some consumers would pay
a ‘green premium’ for environmentally-friendly items.
The HTA believes there is much room for
improvement. Although 90 percent of respondents
carried out some form of ‘green’ gardening act,
such as making compost or reducing water use, they
only carried out four of the 10 actions suggested.
Manufacturers and the retail industry could help
gardeners, the report says, by promoting the green
credentials of products, such as being produced locally,

A recent Horticultural Trades Association survey suggests
that gardeners are more in touch with the environment
than their non-gardening counterparts

and clearly indicating the environmental benefits they
offer. However, it warns that products claiming to

reduce climate change and carbon footprints, which
gardeners find hard to substantiate, should be avoided.

Clearer information

The report calls for a clear-cut message about
climate change so gardeners can understand how
their actions and buying choices, if at all, can make
positive contributions. In an attempt to provide a
scientific base, which the report has concluded is
significantly lacking, the HTa is funding a three-year
study at University of Reading which, among other
things, will aim to identify those plants that are
most efficient at absorbing carbon.

® Members of the HTA can download the full report
from: www.the-hta.org.uk

0 In January 2008 The Garden and RHS Online
(wwwirhs.org.uk) will explore a range of issues relating
to climate change and how it affects gardeners
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